
A Trinitarian perspective on Advent  
Holy Advent:  Holy Son 

 
We are looking at a Trinitarian perspective on Advent.  Each week we are looking at one 
particular person of the Godhead and their role in the Christmas story. 
       The reason being is that Advent is not just about the coming of Jesus, it is very Trinitarian.       
The Advent and Incarnation of the Word initiates the explicit revelation of God as Trinity.  
  
What also is important is that Advent and the Trinity is not just something just to anticipate, 

 but to experience.   
      We began with the Father. Love is His nature and essence.  It is also His demonstration, 

    It is His love that sends the Son into the world.     I John 4:9-10 
Today we will look at the Son 
 
Pray 
 
Advent is the anticipation of Christ’s birth where we see the disclosure of God the Son’s grace. 
 
The Giver 
  We begin with the giver, yet in is story the giver was     Incognito  inconspicuous unknowingly  

One of the most famous violin players of the world was asked to play in a subway station 
and got spare change, because he was incognito.  Would anyone notice?  No one 
noticed but much attention was gained after the event by a Pulitzer prized article about 
the event. In 2007 with a few thousand people walking by and largely ignored my most.   

Jesus came born in Bethlehem- incognito, the rejection of a place to stay, the dirt and noise of a 
cold stable 
              I now introduce to you: A broom a box and a bow.  

I need a broom to sweep up my brain with a few deep theological issues.  
 

The Gift The gift we have been given is God himself in the Trinity. 
There is one God, yet the Father is God, the Son is God and the Holy Spirit is also God. 
The Trinity- one God in three persons. One God is expressed in three persons, God is 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit all at the same time.  Each is eternal. One true God and in 3 
persons- each fully God.   Each distinct from each other.   Just as many did not notice in 
that day, today many do not notice the great gift we have in Jesus. 

There my brain just popped I need the broom 
 
Incarnation – the Son of God taking on human flesh     Latin becoming flesh  
The incarnation (God becoming man) – God entered into human history in the flesh.  
 He became just as we are, except for sin (Heb 4:15). 
John 1:14-18 
    Isaiah 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
                  and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called  
        Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
           child born- flesh, human 
           a son given – the son was not born- the son existed eternally before the child 
                                  He is one that was alive long before he was born. 
Jesus is one person with two natures, both human and divine, both fully God and fully man.    
           This is the hypostatic union, and this is held by all of Christianity. 
 “Christ added to himself that which he was not; he did not lose what he was” Augustine.   

There my brain just popped I need  the broom 



As a  
Human, he was one that got hungry (Matt 4:2, 21:18)  
      Yet as God, he feed 5,000 (Matt 14:13-21) 
Human, he was on that got thirsty (John 4:7, 19:28) 
      Yet as God, he walked on water (John 6:16-21) 
Human, he was one that got sleepy (Mark 4:38) 
      Yet as God, he awoke from the sleep of death (Mark 16:6) 
Human, he was one who went to a party (Matt. 11:19, John 2:1-11) 
     Yet as God, he is the reason to party and celebrate (Rev. 5) 
 
He had to be both fully God and fully man to save us from our sins. 
       Man- to be perfect without sin and obedient in all ways to die for our sins.  
       God- so that the payment he offered would meet the standard that the Father required.  
 
Advent is the anticipation of Christ’s birth where we see the disclosure of God the Son’s grace. 
The Son was sent by the Father to save us from our sins.  This is the gift of grace. 
 
Response we are to experience the giver and the gift, this is true fellowship.   
In order for there to be true fellowship the must be a response from the believer (sinner) 
 
Accept by faith the Son’s gift of grace. 
The major problem in the world today is sin.   

Jesus is the reason for the season- really it begins with my sin is the reason for the season. 
We are cut off from God by our sins He must judge sin, because He is holy. We have a 
holy God who deals with rebellious ones who he has made, yet he loves them.  

God’s solution was the gift of His Son to be born as a man, live the perfect life, and 
die as our only satisfactory substitute, solving our alienation from God  
How are we to receive the love of God?  By faith     Eph 2:8 
 Not just a gift you look at, it like food must be digested. 

 Do you know His grace?  Not like Santa checking a list, this is grace. 
      
Glorify the Son. 
Here is the wonder, full God was joined with full human flesh, the incarnation.  
Matt 2:1-2 men traveled to worship 1- 1 ½ years.  You can worship now. 
 True fellowship is both receiving and giving. 
  
Go love others with the grace of Jesus.  

Love all people.  Letting others know about His great love and grace found in Jesus. 
The good news is not only that God has made us to be recipients of His grace but also 
participants in the movement of His divine justice and generosity advancing His Kingdom. 
We are not to simply discover the vastness of God’s grace, but to enter into the flow of divine 
generosity as God has invited them to become avenues of His great gifts to the world.  We see 
this in the Gospel of Luke.  We have accounts of Jesus engaged in social justice actions at 
every turn. He loves the outcast, the rejected, the shunned, and the sinner.  He feeds the 
hungry and defends the oppressed. He stands up for women’s rights, and calls on the rich and 
powerful to give their money to the poor and take of the needs of the helpless. He met both 
physical and spiritual needs. The Good News of the gospel addresses all of humanity’s needs. 
 
Jesus came incognito- do you see him?  This Advent and Christmas look to Christ 'who is the 
image of God' (2 Cor. 4:4) and who makes God known (John 1:18). We have a God whom He 
reveals himself in the Triune God. Look to Jesus and behold your God.  


